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Mormon. This beautiful piece of workmanship 
stands as a silent messenger bearing testimony to 
the divinity of the Book of Mormon. 

"Here one of the Three Witnesses, David Whitmer, 
was laid to rest. Upon his tombstone is an inscrip
tion of the Book of Mormon and the Bible. 

"While engaged in our regular house to house 
visits we were surprised to find so many people who 
regard the testimony of David Whitmer as being 
fictional, yet there are some who actually believe 
he handled the original plates from which the Book 
of Mormon was translated. 

" I t is interesting to note, however, the intense 
interest which is shown at our street meetings. 
On several occasions the streets have been blocked. 

"Prest . Corbett and Elder Don R. Seely paid 
us a visit while they were touring the Conference 
and held a meeting which has created much interest. 

"We have-disposed of several Books of Mormon 
and a good deal of other literature here." 

During the past month the Lord has blessed the 
efforts of the missionaries. Since the last quarterly 
priesthood report meeting, held on September 
25, there have been twenty baptisms. The work 
in Kansas City is progressing. Through the ad
ministrations of the elders, the sick have been 
healed. This has been the means of opening up 
several homes for cottage meetings. 

Elder George Abraham and Prest. Corbett were 
directed to a home where the son of a widow has 
suffered from shell shock since the world war, not 
being able to leave his room. The doctors gave him 
medicine, but with no promise of recovery. He 
received a wonderful blessing through the adminis
tration of the elders, and recently walked outside 
of the house for the first time in five years. 

The Conference missionaries were privileged to 
be present In Independence Thursday night, No
vember 5, and to hear Elder Melvin J. Ballard, of 
the Council of the Twelve, and Prest. Rey L. Pra t t , 
of the First Council of Seventies, deliver inspira
tional addresses. 

Sunday, November S, the St. Joseph Sunday 
school and the Columbus Sunday school of Wathena, 
Kansas, conjointly gave a program. The program 
consisted of songs and readings, and Prest. Corbett 
gave a talk on "The Value of the Sunday School." 

At noon dinner was served by the Relief society. 
At 2:30 p . m. a baptismal service was held, a t which 
four received the Initiatory ordinance, Elders Arden 
M. Thaxton and Elvid Williams officiating. More 
baptisms are expected in the near future. The work 
in St. Joseph Is progressing and the missionaries 
are enjoying their work. 

Elders G. L. Taylor and Leland Rawson report 
conditions in Clay County as improving. The 
Sunday school and cottage meetings are continued 
in Excelsior Springs by their weekly visits. 

Elders Lafayette Wright and Theron Griffin 
are laboring in the south par t of Plat te County. 
They report tha t on entering a small town the first 
home they tracted received them kindly. They 
were offered the local church where they held meet
ing on Friday and Saturday evenings. At the 
regular Sunday school service on Sunday morning 
they were asked to preach in the afternoon. At 
night the pastor called up and said he could not be 
present. Elders Wright and Griffin were asked to 
preach again. During the following week they had 
many opportunities to explain the Gospel. 

Elders Otis Nlelson and Fred Mlchelson, laboring 
in Dekab County, find the people in the southern 
par t of the county very prejudiced. Their weekly 
visits to Plattsburg, Clinton County, are successful. 

Elders Glenn C. Schmidt and Sisters Anderson 
and Williams report success in Sedalia. They re
port one baptism. Through the efforts of Brother 
Smith, the local church a t Coleoamp, a small town 
soutjj of Sedalia, was obtained for a meeting Sun
day night, November 8. There was a large at
tendance and much Interest was showm. 

Elder Joseph Catmull and Sisters Ebba Bills and 
Mar tha Nelson, who are laboring in Kansas City, 
Kansas, report some well attended cottage meetings. 
Elder Catmull reports one baptism. 

Sunday, November I, Brothers A. Swanson and 

J. H. Smith were chosen and set apart as first and 
second counsellors respectively to the branch presi
dent, Brother Chas. S. Barber. With a complete 
branch presidency more efficient work can be done 
in the branch organizations. 

We welcome to the Independence Conference, 
Sisters Florence Miller and Millie G. Anderson, 
also Elders W. O. Anderson and Wm. G. Raymond. 

The Independence Conference has been favored 
with a two-week visit from Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
C. Towler of Salt Lake City. They were the guests 
of President and Sister S. O. Bennion at the Mission 
Home, Independence. Brother Towler is a brother 
of Sister Bennion's. While here Brother and Sister 
Towler made a trip with Prest. Bennion to Wathena 
and Mayet te , Kansas, and to St. Louis, Mo., hold
ing branch conferences. They made friends where-
ever they went, Brother Towler delivering im
pressive sermons a t the various meetings. 

Mrs. Anna Hildy Hart, mother-in-law of Sister 
Mozella Hart , of the Independence branch, died 
a t the home of her son, Oscar Hart , in Indepen
dence, Mo., on Saturday, November 28. Funeral 
service was held In the Independence chapel on 
Monday, November 30, and interment was in the 
Woodlawn Cemetery,, Independence. Mrs. Har t 
was the mother of eight children and leaves many 
friends and relatives. 

M I S S O U R I : — D O N R. SEELY, Prest., 5195 Maple 
Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

Prest. Seely writes: "The Missouri Conference 
comprises fifty-eight counties, embraces the eastern 
half of the State of Missouri, including St. Louis, 
America's sixth city in population; Jefferson City, 
the State capital, and Hannibal, the city where 
America's foremost humorist, Mark Twain, spent 
his boyhood days. 

"There are at present fourteen elders and six 
lady missionaries laboring in this Conference. In 
Hannibal, Elder ,E. W. Llbby and Sisters Clara E. 
Plant and Ora Christensen are doing a splendid 
work. In a recent visit to tha t city, I found this 
trio possessed of the true missionary spirit and 
working energetically to spread the Gospel." 

A live branch of the Church, ably presided 
over by Brother Irving Carpenter, is a power for 
good in tha t section. Elder Llbby predicts an 
addition to the Church membership through the 
baptism of a number of earnest investigators. 

In Iron County, Elders Wm. G. Sharp and G. 
Victory Wilkin are doing country work. While 
they are not traveling without purse or scrip, then-
expense account is a negligible amount. Elder Sharp 
came to us from Wyoming last April and was given 
a "week old" elder for a companion. They are 
doing a good work. 

Elders Westover and DeWitt are traveling in 
Dent County, without purse or scrip. All their 
needs are being supplied and they are making many-
friends. 

In Phelps County, Elders Johnson and Butter-
field are laboring among strangers, depending on the 
help of the Lord and the people's hospitality for 
what they eat and where they sleep. They have 
made a host of friends wherever they have labored 
In Phelps County, and we look for several baptisms 
as a result of their labors. 

In Miller County, Elders V. K. Nielsen and Ben
nion Summerhays are also traveling without purse 
or scrip. Being good singers, they have been un
usually successful in drawing large audiences to 
their meetings. 

There are laboring in St. Louis a t present four 
elders and the same number of lady missionaries. 
They are as follows: Elders Glenn H. Porter, J. A. 
Ellett, T. E. Williams, and Vernal C. Webb. The 
sisters are; Priscilla Christensen, Opal Johnson, 
Jessie Henricksen, and Olive Nash. They are 
laboring with zeal. Systematic tracting is getting 
our message before the people. Many copies of the 
Book of Mormon are being sold or loaned and tracts 
and pamphlets by the hundred are distributed 
daily. Hall or cottage meetings engage our at ten
tion in the evening. Our Conference has been ma
terially strengthened the last month by the arrival 
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of Sister Henricksen from the Independence office, 
besides Elders Williams and Webb. Elders Williams 
and Webb come to us as short-term missionaries, 
both having filled successful missions under Prest. 
S. O. Bennion five years ago, the former laboring 
in East Kansas, where he was Conference president, 
and the latter in St. Louis. 

We are sorry to lose Sister Delsa Gough, who has 
been transferred to the Mission office. Sister Gough 
has endeared herself to all who were fortunate in 
meeting her, and we feel assured she will contri
bute sunshine and service to the Mission office. 
Our best wishes accompany her to her new field of 
endeavor. 

Our membership has been increased by two bap
tisms within the last two weeks. Prospects are 
bright for additional baptisms in the near fuoure. 
All the missionaries in the Conference are enjoy
ing good health and have the spirit of their calling. 

N O R T H T E X A S : — T H E R O N WHITELEY, Prest., 
302 So. Pleasant St., Independence, Mo. 

Much credit is due the missionaries of this Con
ference for the earnest efforts they have pu t forth 
during the past month. Elders Ward and Lance, 
assisted by Sisters Melba O. Thornly and Bertha 
Hunter, have been laboring In Fort Worth and they 
report 44 street and cottage meetings held. They 
have also assisted in the branch work a t Port Worth 
and Cleburne. 

Elders R. A. Allsop and C. H. Willis have been 
laboring in Ballenger, where many have listened 
to their message. 

Elders O. F . Jeffery and Theron Whiteley have 
been visiting the saints throughout the Confer
ence. Their travels have taken them over 1,300 
miles of territory, the entire distance being covered 
without spending any money for transportation. 
By this means they had many opportunities to ex
plain the Gospel which could not have been gained 
otherwise. 

At Trent they were called to administer to Brother 
Oscar McMullen, who has been seriously ill with 
typhoid fever. We are glad to report an improve
ment in his condition. 

They were also called to administer to the infant 
child of Brother and Sister M. O. Haggarton. The 
following day it was reported by the mother tha t 
the child was much better. 

Two baptismal services were recently held a t 
Roscoe. 

A marriage was recently solemized at which Elder 
Theron Whiteley officiated. 

We welcome to our Conference Elders Lyman S. 
Wright, Geo. W. Wilson, and H. P. Mathews, and 
we wish them success in their labors. 

SOUTH TEXAS:—S. R. SPENCER, Prest., 302 
So. Pleasant Street, Independence, Mo. 

Owing to the tropical rains which are common in 
this par t of the Mission, the elders have had to 
exercise courage and renew their efforts in preaching 
the Gospel. Many new friends are being made and 
much of the prejudice tha t has existed is being over
come. 

Prest. S. R. Spencer writes: "We are pleased to 
have two lady missionaries transferred to our Con
ference from other parts of the Mission—Sisters 
Emma Gardner and Harriet Larkin. These are the 
first lady missionaries to labor in this Conference, 
to our knowledge, and they will be a great, help 
in our branch work. They have been assigned to 
labor In Houston, together with Elder A. G. Clegg. 
Several cottage meetings have been held." 

Elders J. E. Moss and W. H. Allen labored in 
Houston until recently, when they took a trip to 
Bay City, to visit the saints and investigators. 
Several well attended meetings were held. The 
people were much interested and Invited them to 
return. Several baptisms are expected in t h a t par t 
of the Conference. 

Elders J . C. Sandberg and L. J . Bjorklund have 
tracted Bryon and Navasota and found some good 
friends. Their time has been spent mostly in tract
ing, as they were refused the privilege of holding 
meetings. 

Elders N . H. Gardner and L. Denning report 

tha t tracting has been successful in Port Arthur. 
They have placed many books in the homes of the 
people, which it-is hoped will bring good results. A 
small Sunday school has been held in Por t Arthur 
during the summer months. These elders were 
successful in gaining permission from the city au
thorities to hold street meetings in Port Arthur. 
This is the first t ime this privilege has been granted 
the elders in tha t city. 

Elder Harold Bennion, Mission superintendent 
of Sunday schools, and Prest. S. R. Spencer have 
been visiting the branches and Sunday schools In 
the Conference. Several changes have been made 
which will be for the benefit of the work. We found 
the saints firm in their testimony of the Gospel. 

WEST TEXAS:—ROYAL V. BECKSTEAD, Prest., 
302 So. Pleasant Street, Independence, Mo. 

A number of small towns have been visited and 
tracted. We look for good results, as much liter
ature has been distributed. 

One sister, who had searched earnestly and read 
the Book of Mormon with a prayerful heart, bears 
testimony to its divine authenticity. She says: 
"When despondent and downhearted, the Book of 
Mormon brings consolation to my soul." 

The elders are laboring as follows: E. L. Erikson 
and A. W. Stelner a t Austin, Reed Vance and R. V. 
Lllenqulst in small towns in the northern par t of 
the Conference, and E. L. Christensen and Geo. V. 
Stewart in the eastern par t of the Conference. They 
are all meeting wnth success. 

Elder P. O. Thompson has been released to re
turn to his home in Enterprise, Utah. He has been 
a faithful missionary and an efficient worker. Elder 
W. P. Gleave has been transferred to the Inde
pendence Conference. Elders Samuel Hill, John F. 
Astle, and Franklin I. Livingston have been as
signed to West Texas Conference. 

ARKANSAS:—©. W. B U N K E R , Prest., 302 So. 
Pleasant Street, Independence, Mo. 

A splendid work is being done by the elders and 
saints in Arkansas. Eighteen baptisms have been 
performed within the last ten weeks, fifteen of 
which were converts. 

The elders of this Conference accepted an in
vitation from the Middle Tennessee Conference of 
the Southern States Mission to meet with them in 
conference on November 16. Elder George P . 
Richards, of the Council of the Twelve, together 
with Mission Presidents Chas. A. Callis and S. 
O. Bennion, were in attendance with the mis
sionaries. A splendid spirit prevailed, and all re
turned to their field of labor spiritually strengthened 
for the continuance of their labors. 

We are grieved to announce the death of Elder 
Darrell Welllng's father, of Brigham City, Utah. 
Elder Welling attended the funeral. In keeping 
with his fervent testimony of the Gospel and his 
desire to carry the message to those in spiritual 
darkness, he has returned to his former field of 
labor. 

At a street meeting recently held by Elders 
Gubler and Welling, a man remarked, " I traveled 
for two years in Utah, and never have I found a 
more honest, upright, and industrious people than 
the "Mormons." 

We welcome to our Conference, Elders Newell 
H. Tolman, Kenneth L. Spurrier, Heber Moon, 
Orson P ra t t Johnson, Leroy Porter, and Leland 
N . Pack. 

At present the elders are laboring as follows: 
S. L. Gillette and K. L. Spurrier in El Dorado and 
vicinity; V. J . Holmes and Ray S. Jones in Lawrence 
and Jackson Counties; O. Gubler and Welling in 
Whi te and Mississippi Counties; G. Rasmussen and 
T. T. Minson In North Arkansas; Newell H. Tol
man and O. W. Bunker in Palkner County. 

ARRIVALS:—Hugh Barnes, Neola, Utah; Ellis 
E . Shakespeare, Tropic, Utah; L. Kenneth Spurrier, 
Roosevelt, Utah; Harriet E. Vawdrey, Draper, 
Utah; Thara E. Wilcock, Cowley, Wyoming; Frank
lin I. Livingston, 1039 South 7th East, Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 

The following short term missionaries have also 
arrived: Wm. J . Leak, Sandy, Utah; Thomas E . 




