
340 LIAHONA THE ELDERS' JOURNAL 

extend their sincere sympathy to Elder W. A. Clark 
and all concerned in their recent bereavement. 

Elder AV. L. Johnson and Sisters Bertha Nelson 
and Eva Petersen have been released. We shall 
miss them very much and we wish them 
success In their future work. 

AVe are glad to welcome the short-term mission
aries to our Conference. Elder S. E. Sterrett labor
ed in this territory twenty-two years ago, and he is 
now laboring in Joplin with Sisters Lulu Brim and 
Isabella Pack. 

Bishop Levi Sorenson is laboring in Springfield 
with Sisters Gladys Taylor and Fonda Hanks. 
Bishop A. L. Clark and Sisters Ellen Seeley and 
Pearl Sayer are laboring In AVebb City; Elder David 
G. AVood and Sisters Audrey Hutchins and May 

had advertised a meeting a t a schoolhouse, but when 
evening capae it was raining so hard tha t the man 
a t whose home they were staying discouraged their 
going to meeting. Later in the evenmg they re
ceived a telephone call t ha t there were a number of 
people awaiting them at the schoolhouse. On 
reaching there they found about fifty present, 
among whom they succeeded in disposing of five 
Books of Mormon. 

Elder Vernal C. Webb is filling a short-term mis
sion in this Conference, where he labored some 
years ago. He revisited an Investigator whom he 
met four and one-half years ago and found her still 
Interested. He has succeeded in opening up several 
homes and made many friends. 

Elder Thomas AVilllams is also filling a short-term 

S o u t h w e s t M i s s o u r i C o n f e r e n c e M i s s i o n a r i e s , C e n t r a l S t a t e s M i s s i o n . 

Left to right—Top row: Ellen V. Seeley, Carl M. Skinner, Bertha Nelson (released), Simeon R. Ster
rett (short term), Delta Pearl Sayer. Third row: George A. Linford, Venus Skinner, Eva Petersen (re
leased), Isabella Pack, May Neilson, Levi Sorensen (short term). Second row: Samuel R. Fox, David 
G. Wood, Wilford Clark, Lyle H. Duke (short term), Thomas T. Freeman, Warren L. Johnson (released), 
Amasa L. Clark (short term). Bottom row: Fonda Hanks, Audrey H. Hutchins, Gussie Carlston, Con
ference President; Samuel O. Bennion, Mission President; Gladys Taylor, Lulu A. Brim. 

Nielson were assigned to Baxter Springs; Elders 
George A. Linford and AAr. A. Clark, with Elder 
Karl Skinner and Sister Venus Skinner, are laboring 
in Carthage; Elders Thomas T. Freeman and Lyle 
Duke are in the country districts. Prest. Carlston 
and Elder Fox have just completed a tour of the 
Conference and found the missionaries and saints 
in a thriving condition. 

AVe welcome Sisters May Nielson and Fonda 
Hanks to the Southwest Missouri Conference. 

M I S S O U B I : — D O N E. SEELY, Prest., 5195 Maple 
Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

The work of the Lord is progressing in the 
Missouri Conference. Meetings were held in 
St. Louis on December 13, 1925, in connection with 
the St. Louis branch. At the priesthood meeting 
reports were given of the work done and of condi
tions in the respective fields of labor. 

Elder Ernest Johnson reported an Interesting 
incident that happened in Phelps County. They 

mission in this Conference. Elder Williams labored 
in the Central States Mission several years ago. He 
reports tha t he is being kindly treated a t the 
homes of the people and sees opportunities for 
much good work in St. Louis. 

We welcome to our Conference Elders John T. 
Dick and John A. Sutton. 

Prest. Seely reports t ha t the elders are all enjoy
ing their work and he looks for much good to be 
accomplished in Hannibal and Jefferson City. 

Supt. Harold Bennion reported tha t in visiting 
the different Sunday schools he found the members 
lacking a strong testimony of the Gospel. He be
lieves, however, t ha t the course of lessons outlined 
by the General Board this year will aid in strength
ening the testimony of the young people of t he 
Church. 

Prest. Brinkerhoff of the St. Louis branch gave a 
report on the work in his branch. 

The last session was held at 7:30 o'clock, Decern-
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ber 13. Supt. Harold Bennion bore testimony of 
the divinity of the mission of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. He said it is essential to our salvation to 
have a t rue knowledge of God. 

Elder J . T. Dick is one of our pioneers. He walked 
across the plains with his father a t the head of the 
company. He was born of "Mormon" parentage 
in Scotland. His parents were converts of Prest. 
John Taylor, after whom he was named. Nine 
hundred emigrants left on the same ship tha t he 
and his people sailed on. Elder Dick bore testi
mony of the divinity of Christ. He advised the 
saints to search the scriptures and pray for a testi
mony of the t ru th of the Gospel. Those who read 
the signs of the times, he said, can see the ful
fillment of prophecy, for the second coming of 
Christ is nigh. Therefore, let us have our lamps 
tr immed and burning. 

Elder Thomas AVilliams advised the people to 
set their goals high, as the t ime is short, and all 
people must accept the first principles of the Gospel 
before entering into the kingdom of God. He said 
our mission is to call the people to repentance. He 
testified tha t Joseph Smith was a t rue prophet of 
God. 

Prest. John H. Taylorofthe Northern States Mis
sion was thepr incipalspeakera t thelas t session. He 
said there are some people who when they want 
any information about our people go to members of 
other churches. When he wanted to know some
thing about another church he would go to tha t 
church and get his information. 

AEEIVALS:—The following short-term mission
aries have arrived: Joseph L. Peterson, Joseph City, 
Arizona; Joseph P. Bischoff, Idaho Palls, Idaho; 
Carl J . Johnson, Richmond, Utah; Fred J. Hirschi, 
Rosette, Utah; George Allen, Stone, Idaho; Chas. 
AV. Goodliffe, Park Valley, Utah; William I. Burk, 
Nutrioso, Arizona; Charles AVhlting, Jr., Vernon, 
Arizona; Henry Jones, St. Johns, Arizona; John W. 
Smith, Duncan, Arizona; Gilbert Richardson, Eden, 
Arizona. 

The following regular term missionaries have 
arrived and been assigned to their fields of labor: 
Ivan Squire, Gunnison, Utah, to Missouri Confer
ence; Everet t Hamilton, Riverton, Utah, to Mis
souri Conference ;Wm.E.Hunsaker,Tremonton, Utah, 
to St. John Conference; Et t ie Ten-Ill, Ririe, Idaho, 
to East Kansas Conference; May Edi th Summers, 
Ririe, Idaho, to Independence Conference; Eliza 
Stark, Payson, Utah, to Independence Conference; 
Elmer AVright, Salt Lake City, Utah, to Inde
pendence Conference; Gladys A. Fellows, Salt Lake 
City, Utah, to Independence Conference; Fay 
Bridge, Salt Lake City, Utah, to Missouri Confer
ence; William H. Henkel, Salt Lake City, Utah, to 
Independence Conference; Walter Wagstaff, Mur
ray, Utah, to Independence Conference; Cleo D. 
AVilliams, Kanarra, Utah, to Missouri Conference; 
Blame W. Johnson, Pleasant Grove, Utah, to North 
Texas Conference; Cloyd B. Berry, Kanarra, Utah, 
to Louisiana Conference. 

EELEASE:—Harold Bennion, Murray, Utah, 
Mission superintendent of M. I. A. and Sunday 
schools, has been honorably released. 

H I L M E R L. LARSON, Mission Secretary. 

SOUTHERN STATES MISSION 

ALABAMA:—STERLING W. SILL, Prest., Box 
852, Atlanta, Ga. 

During the last month Prest. Sill has been visiting 
the Conference and finds the work steadily progress
ing. At Vernon on January 10 Prest. Sill and Elders 
Smith, Clay, Robinson, and Sconiers held the funer
al of Sister J . S. Melvin who for seven years has 
been a faithful Latter-day Saint. The large crowd 
testified of the high esteem in which the deceased 
sister was held in the hearts of the people. A spirit 
of peace pervaded the meeting. 

Elders Robinson and Sconiers are lending much 
assistance to the work of the Lord. Elder Sconiers 
accepted the Gospel and moved to Utah from the 

territory where he is now laboring. His old ac
quaintances are glad to have him call and see them. 

On January 16 and 17 Elders Anderson, Gibbons, 
and Prest. Sill held a branch conference a t Falco. 
Although the weather was rather unfavorable, a 
large crowd gathered and enjoyed a rich outpouring 
of the Spirit of the Lord. Between meetings a 
bounteous spread of food was enjoyed by all. 

"We have taken the words of Peter as our mot to , " 
writes Prest. Sill, " tha t we be always ready to give 
a reason for the hope tha t the Gospel gives us, and 
each of the twenty-six elders of this Conference 
has been doing his utmost to make full proof of 
his ministry and preach the Gospel, which is the 
power of God unto salvation." 

EAST K E N T U C K Y : — A S A H E L D. W O O D R U F F , 
Prest., Box 852, Atlanta, Ga. 

"The activities throughout the Conference have 
been greatly increased," writes Prest. Woodruff. 
"The elders arc happy in their work and grateful 
for the blessings we have received from the Lord." 

Elders Bowman and Abbot write very encourag
ing letters regarding the work in Frankfort. They 
have been well received by all they have met and 
seem tobede te rmined todo the i ru tmos t while there 
to spread the glad tidings of the Gospel among the 
people. 

In Lexington, Elders Hanson and West are meet
ing and making friends while tracting. They are 
doing their utmost to get the Gospel before the 
people. 

Elders Hunsaker, Clayton and Stephens are 
still working in Ashland with good results. They 
have devoted much time to building up the Sunday 
school and the branch there, and they have ac
complished much good along this line. 

EAST T E N N E S S E E : — F R A N K E. DOUGLAS, 
Prest., Box 852, Atlanta, Ga. 

Owing to the bad weather, most of the elders have 
been called into the cities where they will work unti l 
the weather becomes a little milder. "We leave 
the country districts this year with reluctance," 
reports Prest. Douglas, "for in leaving we pa r t 
with many hundreds of new friends as well as many 
tried and true ones, who have housed the elders 
during many a storm. We will look forward to the 
t ime when we can once more set out through the 
woods in search of these good people." 

The success we have been enjoying since our 
arrival in the cities, however, is comforting. We 
have many new cities and homes open, and we are 
privileged to preach on the streets of most of the 
large cities in the State. We expect tha t our efforts 
this winter will bring forth gratifying results. 

AVe welcome to our ranks Elders AVm. Beus and 
Miles Lund, who have been transferred from South 
and North Carolina. We are glad to have with us 
Elder Quentin Shumway, a recent arrival from 
the West. 

FLORIDA:—A. A. HINCKLEY, Prest., Box 852, 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Elder Hinckley has been appointed to succeed 
Elder John J. Wise as president of the Florida Con
ference. Prest. Wise has returned home after 
filling a successful mission. 

Elders Geo. W. Green and Wm. Worley report 
excellent results from their labors in Miami. The 
branch there is growing, as also are the other 
branches in Florida Increasing in membership. 

The foundation of the new chapel has been 
finished in Jacksonville and the brick walls are now 
being built. Many people visit the new building 
and watch with interest its erection. I t is hoped 
tha t before long the Sunday school department will 
be ready for use, as the chapel in which services 
are now being held will not accommodate the 
children who come to Sunday school, or the people 
who at tend the services. 

The prevalence of smallpox in Tampa has inter
rupted the labors of the elders. The brethren have 
been advised by Prest. Callis to cease from tracting 
unti l the disease is s tamped out. Meanwhile they 
are laboring in nearby fields. 

The Jacksonville branch is in good condition. 




