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Porter, Greg

From: Porter, Greg
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2001 8:12 AM
To: Barnes, Stan; Barnes, Stan & Lisa; Basha, Trey; Betty Wellen; Bill Stewart; Butterfield, Sally &

Hersch; Butterfield, Steve & Sherree; Butterfield, Todd & Anita; Free, Joe; Hornstein, Rob; Jay
Omerza; Jensen, Dean & Jean; Jone, Craig; Jones, Craig & Ivy; Krieg, Doug; Matheson, Neal
(home); Matheson, Neal (work); Michael Murdock; Porter, Steve & Liz; Rich Gulley; Rohner,
Kent; Ronald Forward; Sampson, John; Smith, Ray; Stephens, JoAnn; tice, Howard; Van der
Flier, Alex; Whiting, Bruce; William McCulley; .Porter, Greg; Bonis, Scott; Cleveland, Karen; Love,
George

Subject: Maricopa County Sheriff's Divers Posse

Hi all,

As some of you may be aware, I have been diving with the Sheriff's posse for the last year and have seen first
hand the benefit this volunteer group provides to families in our community.  I've also seen how a lack of funds
has kept the posse from being as effective as it should be.

For that reason we are holding our first ever fund raising event - an event that can provide a unique opportunity
for couples and families to be together and enjoy a paddleboat cruise of Saguaro lake while supporting this
community service.
 
The Desert Belle Paddleboat Cruises at Saguaro Lake is graciously donating to the posse 100% of the proceeds
from their 4 cruises this Saturday, September 29, 2001. 

The Divers posse has felt privileged to help bring closure to families who have lost loved ones to drowning and
boating accidents.  If you feel your support of this service would be appropriate at this time, then I can assure you
the funds generated will be appropriately allocated so this service can continue to be provided.
 
The Divers posse has been active in Maricopa County with the Sheriff's office since 1957. Our Posse is a
highly trained Public Safety Volunteer Team of Rescue Divers that works year round assisting the Maricopa
County Sheriff Lake Patrol in many and all water related operations (Public Safety, Patrols, First Aid, Education,
Boat Rescue, Drowning and Evidence Search and Recovery)

The divers posse main function is to be on call for when there is a drowning or evidence recovery. We dive in all
types of conditions: rivers, lakes, canals, etc. Most of our diving is poor or black water or dangerous diving
conditions that only a select few divers are capable of handling. This year we have been called out to recover
sunken boats and drowning victims 13 times. We have done recoveries in the Salt River, Apache Lake, Saguaro
Lake, Canyon Lake, Lake Pleasant, Bartlett Lake and Lake Powell. We are also available, and have been used,
by all other local, county, state and federal agencies within the State of Arizona.  We have also been asked to
perform search and recoveries in California, Utah and Mexico.

The Team is made up of a group of volunteers that supply all their own time, equipment and training.  They
provide their expertise to the community whenever the need arises.  The Divers Posse meets and trains every
month in one of the lakes, rivers or canals in Maricopa County or in one of the high elevation lakes along the
Mogollon Rim.  Their training consists of fine tuning their rescue techniques, line searches, drift searches and
Helicopter and Airboat entries.  Some of the specialized equipment they train with are surface supplied air and
underwater communications.

As you may be aware, all the posses are volunteer and receive no funds. All equipment, training, uniforms, etc.
comes from donations, fund raising, or from the posse members themselves. The Desert Belle Paddleboat
Cruises on Saguaro Lake has offered to run a Divers Posse day to raise money that we need for search and
rescue equipment such as underwater cameras, underwater sonar equipment and underwater communications
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equipment to name a couple of things.

Our entire Dive Team will be on site working the Fundraiser. We will have our Dive Trailer and equipment on
hand for public demonstrations.

Your purchase of a ticket for a cruise on the Desert Belle Paddleboat or a donation is greatly appreciated and will
go toward equipment needed for the Divers Posse.  Tickets are $12.00 per person.  Cruise times are 9:00am,
11:00am, 1:00pm and 3:00pm.  Each cruise is approximently 90 minutes and includes a narration about the lake
and surrounding area.

To reserve a time and purchase tickets please reply to this email or call me and I will deliver your tickets.  The
location is the Saguaro Lake Marina (in the restaurant parking lot) this Saturday, September 29th.

On behalf of the posse and the families who have benefitted in the past and will benefit from our service in the
future, thank you for any help that you can provide.

Best regards,
Greg Porter

480 891-0366 (w)
480 834-3744 (h)
602 658-8705 (pager)


